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CRUELTIES OF THE AMAZON RUBBER HUNTERS
Men Back From Putumayo Region Corroborate Sir Roger

. .

Casement's Report of Atrocities on Natives Indians
-

Maimed, Poisoned or Murdered by Overseers
Conditions Which Peru Must Reform

evidence concerning the it must be stated that n more provoking

MORE that mark the rubber sot of operatives thiin the low caste native
Industry In tho could hardly bo imagined. They will

upper Amazon region within work only when driven to It by starvation
the Peruvian bordor has been secured

' or roerclvo measures; they are careless
a Sum reporter In this city. It In ln tllp way thoy do their work: they spill

mmnltM tiv nun vlln Vinvn ti, t llO prOC'loUS milk which will SUtlgPOUetlt U'

returned from that region, and it corrob-- , l" coagulated into tho rubber of com-- ii&OrtVorates the statnments m.idn bv sir Itoper . mcrce; iney gan tno Trees instead 01

Casement which were printed in Tun St?N
last Sunday.

The roport of conditions In the rubber
producing districts mndo after u two

cut

years investigation the British indeed was not until the poison
Sir lloger Casement, has "Uy was imposed that this felling of

attraoted tho attention of two Govern
ments, that of Great Britain and that of
the States of America, and going
on the findings of tho Casement report
both Governments havo mado ropresentn-- 1 "" persistently violated tho rulo against
tlons to Peru demanding that tho atroc- - J felting a ml)ber treo. According to ono
itles cease. Sir Roger reported that worse traveller In tho section after a consulta-conrttlo-

exist in f some of natives a test
those which cnused throughout ""' to tho exlstenco of that
the civilized world In tho Congo. The
statements made by men now in this
city bear out Casement report In its
tale of cruelty, maiming and actual mur-
der of natives that the rublcr yield may
bring in golden returns to tho commercial
companies operating as concessionaires.

To got a fair estimate of tho conditions
under which rubber Is produced it is nec-

essary to havo a clear idea not only of the
region whero the milk of tho rubber trees
is collected but also of tho climate, of tho
natives and of freedom from restraint,
legal or moral, which living in so remote
a region engenders.

Peru's situation in tho matter is peculiar.
The Putumayo district can bo reached
from Lima only by weeks of travel around
by Panama and up tho Amazon, while
the district itself Is under tho slightest of
government authority. There is prac-
tically no restraint from tho law and a
man may be flogged, maimed, poisoned
or shot with absolute impunity as regards
government officials.
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chetes are very evidence, as they
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to he supper, being
with food by somo fellow

operatives in secret. Ho did not die;
but one the moro or less ani-
mals nlmut camp to which ho had
thrown his own suspected supper came to
u sudden end. 'lho next day ho felled
another tree, ho never Hat down
supper, for tho learning what ho
had done, shot him as ho entered tho camp.

There are rs who as
section bassos and who follow tho men
about on their rounds and are armed
with scourge and machete. On one oc-
casion in tlm absolute knowledge of tho
person with whom Tin; .SUN reporter was
talking n found
cutting more deeply than ho into
the tree. JIo struck him on tho
side of the f.ico with tho flat of tho ma-

chete mid broke the man's jaw, leaving
him with remask:

"Don't cut so deep next time."
Tho day's tour of tho natives who cup

tho trees h not pleasmt one. They
not duo to tho cruolty of the fctait out in murning with
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of ooour dUeaoo. 11,1(1 "rt" oldiged to
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mndo the cup is fastened with a pioce
gum, ami the operation ii repeated

from forty times the samo treo.
A work consists tho caro u
hundred such trees for each man.

After tho cupping expedition tho
evening, and during seasons tho
year noon ns well, n tour is mado with
a lars pan or jug or jar Into which tho
milk collected tho cups U poured.
U not easy job. like tupping a sugar
mnple, whero incision will supply
sap for several days. Owing to ihe trop- -

during very few months of tho your, ical growth tho heals rapidly and Is

ln

ln

to

tno col

In loss
an

of to
to

of on tno

of

tlm

to bo

no
of

of

but to

tin
of

ten on
in of

In
of

in

one

cut

sealed over In three or four hours in tho
holght of the season and in n dny la tbt
most sluggish part of the season. This
means thut now cuts and cupping havo
to be donu each day.

After tho milk is collected it Is cnrrlod
back to tho camp and then coagulated
wooden paddles held over the smoke
mado by burning tlio mercury palm nut.
A matuied trie in the swamp will glvo nil
iiverago of Ihe gallons of milk during tho

which will roagiilatu into five
pounds of raw rubber, allied at fl'.SU a
pound in gold.

If the Iron is carefully tapped It will
give this yield for forty yeam without

or of cultivation other than lho
ctlng i f ihe niilU. If, however, tlm
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which has resulted in so much ctuelty
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the natives to do the veiy thing for which
they are likely to be iuaiui'il or l.illed it
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many slashes may be made along the. covered with
whole line of the trunk, I'iving an enor-
mous yield of milk during a few hours,
altiiour.li. of collide, i' :ue.iu that that
is the only yi"M it will ever give.
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IS fatrntM to Ui OTtrtMrt. however , which tuuy tap it when it btunds erect, ( All the follugu being near tho top. It is

S

ISA

rA

Si'

.if'!

4&

mm

v,4

A

0

Mi
MX

JUL

him

rk!i

Ruhibelr Transport Cno&i

1ST

rough bark, anil it Is supply of the rubber milk Is secured.

COO

In Hetrt of the
Rubbar Country.

hcr i i.it t m rulioi r pritlucini; null; hi The Havea tro i prod J mm Uie highest
'

foil. id Covered b,.' iliin outer layers of grade of riih'vr. and thsn tree, grow on
the hark, s.uall lac.iii r and i.ire.utH of lands whioh aro ovnrlliiwedseve-ii- i iiioiith-
I div. o liquid ruli'icr, vJiich (lows in iii i ei y yinr. 'I n.s treo has a peculiar
a ii ill. condition, irci!at in a niantu r i tuetiUHl of repiislucing itself
similar to Mood in Hi,, wliiu uf the humiiM It reaches full nmtitnty at about twenty
system.
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sued which is ed from tho bough
of the tree III;.' a "hot from a gun, Thu
s.Md,fall Into the wa r iiud nr.

by the sTna:n along tho shores,
iiitut'o thin il'ilni; its planting without
(lie aid of man
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peculiar process of nature when tho air
strikes that part of the nut which was
broken from the parent stem there Is an
explosion of tho nut with a sound like
tho cracking of a pistol. The outer cov-
ering falls off and throe capsules con-
taining tho life germ of the treo ore thrown
in various directions.

The rubber from tho Havea is commer-
cially known as up river rubber and is
usually quoted at double the prico of
the Inferior' grades. It Is not only in
quality of tho product but In quantity
that the Havea is superior to other rub
ber producing tree, and this makes' it
ought after, even though tho collecting

is attended with the hardships and con-
sequent atnacflics that aro now under
investigation. The Havea throws fully
25 per cent, more rubber than any other
tree.

This variety is found only in Amazonia
and the trado is principally ln tho bands
of native business men or Portuguese
merchants. There is a very extensiva
transportation interest which until re-
cently has been in the control of an Eng-
lish steamship company. Within a short
time a new line controlled by Germans
Is sending steamships up as far as Manoos,
near the headwaters of tho Amazon.

The extent ot this business is surpris
ing. Rubber Is second only to coffee and
sugar as a tropical produot. The United
States consumes one-ha- lf of tho total
output; the annual importations from
Brazil am worth 170.000,000 and from
Peru $12,000,000.

In reaching the rubber districts by way
of the Atlantic side one must sail for many
days yet at this it is tho easier way of
approach. Entering at tho mouth of tho .

Amazon tho vessels to tho upper waters
take the branoh known as the Para.
This is formed by tho bisection of the
mouth of the Amazon by the largo inland
of Morajo, together with others which
form a very considerable archipelago.
The southern tine of the fork thus mado
is the Para River.

This is so wide, although it is but part
of the mouth of tho Amazon, that only
one bank mny bo seen at one time, unless
ln remarkably clear weather, until it
narrows when almost at.tho city of Para.
This is reached after a ""twelve hours
sail from the mouth of tho Amazon.

A very peculiar custom provailsamong
the Campos natives. They insist upon
catching every Insoct which bites them
and eating it immqdlatoly. This is to
prevont the insoct from carrying away
any part of tho blood or flesh and the vic
tim being thus incotnploto by the loss.

Whon n member of tho tribe dlos he is
cremated and his ashes are mixed with
a native wlno and tho mixture is con
sumed by tho chiefs of the tribe. Thus
the group, they hetlevo, has suffered no
loss. Tho claim is that tho dead man
has been reabsorbed into tho tribe. They
are friondly to whito men if the latter
como properly accredited.

Incited by tho boss rubber colloctors
they are suspicious of strangers with
no particular buslnoss. Their nativo
weapon is bow and arrows, but tho rubber
companies operating under concessions
have supplied them with rifles and am-
munition. Their inbtrucl ions are to shoot
at sight and ask questions nftorward
if any one not omploycd by tholr bosses
Is seen In tho rubber sections.

Human lifo is cheap there; lawlessness
Is the only thing which may lw considered
the charactoriHtio ot all, and in such a
condition of affairs, whoro might Is tho
only right, It is not strango that things
should go on which when being discovered
should shock civilization, 'lho Caaumont
report has Isson an eyo oponor to tho civil-
ized world, and if Washington and
tho Ilritish Foreign Offlco can accomplish
it tho Government of I'oru will tako

stopH to secure rolief, Indeed,
tho latter Government has promised to
correct tho abuses, and tho Stato Depart-
ment is waiting to hoar that active meas-

ures havo 1mou taken,
Mr Robert Casement, who mndo the

Investigation for tho Ilritish Foreign
Oniixi and upon whoso roport both
his own and tho Amorican Govern
ment acted, was tho comtiilsaionor wno
Investigated conditions In tho Cnnco
several years ago. Great Uritnln Is inter-
ested hecuuho tlio largest coticcHsiouaira
Is a corKrat!on chartered by tho bonis
Government, and the nation is smarting
under lho criticUms which havo boon
made. America Is Interested as tint
I irgufct consumer of tlm product. For
the present both nations am waiting upoft
i'cru to reform oxhting conditions.


